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December 2009 
Chicago Chapter 

       

   DECEMBER 
                  HOLIDAY PARTY  

Date and Time

 

Monday, December 14th 
5:30 - 8:30 pm   

Location: 
The Metropolitan Club 

Willis (formerly Sears) Tower 
6th Floor - Michigan Room 

233 S. Wacker Drive 
Chicago, IL 60606   

Cost:

 

AITP Members FREE  
Non-members $25.00   

Free hors d'oeuvres. 
A cash bar will be available.   

Please RSVP to 
www.aitpchicago.com

 

by December 8th.  

See page 3 for details   

http://www.aitpchicago.com
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President’s Message – December 2009  

AITP Members and Friends,      

Join us at one of our Great Upcoming Events!!  

December 14th Holiday Party at the Metropolitan Club of Chicago – a great opportunity 
to network with your peers.  Free for AITP Members, $25 for non-members.    

December 16th Global Leaders Luncheon and Technology Conference – Luncheon 
Speaker, Glenn Tilton, CEO of  UAL, Inc., Topic: "The Airline Industry and the Global Economy";   

Technology panel on “Translating Washington’s Agenda to Chicago”.  Moderator, Bryan Gruley, 
Chicago Bureau Chief, Wall Street Journal.  Panelists: Aneesh Chopra, Asst to the President and CTO, 
White House; Stephen F. Hamman, VP Network Management, BCBS of Illinois, Gerard M. Mooney, 
GM Global Government & Education, IBM, Gregory Waas, CIO, State of Illinois.  

See additional information in our newsletter or visit www.aitpchicago.com to find out about discounts 
and to register.  

AITP 2010 Member Summit, January 22-23, Hotel Intercontinental, Chicago - The 
Chicago Chapter will be hosting national membership summit in January.  Chapter leaders and members 
from around the U.S. will be attending.  The Summit will include breakout sessions on hot technology 
and on Chapter and Member resources. This will take the place of our normal monthly AITP Chapter 
Meeting.  Topics Include:  

Ellyn Barry, CIO of the Metropolitan Pier and Exposition Authority talking about the technology 
planning that went into Chicago’s Bid for the  Olympics. 
The Changing Role of Information Technology. 
Ten Answers Every CIO Must Give Their CFO. 
CIO Panel: Where Are CIOs Focusing Their Energy Given the Current Economic Conditions?  

And much more!!  

Special February Chapter Meeting at the Metropolitan Club of Chicago – Come join 
us for our 2nd Annual Office of the CIO Team Award – more to follow.  

Please visit www.aitpchicago.com periodically for information on our SIG Meetings and other 
events we feel may be of value to our members!  

Do You Want to Help the Chicago Chapter Grow and Provide Even More Value?  
Consider applying for a Chapter Board or Committee position for 2010.  If you are interested, please 
send an email with your area of interest and a short BIO to paul.dittmann@aitpchicago.org or call Paul 
at 312-391-5822  (you can check out the board and committee positions on our web site and in our 
newsletter).    

Sincerely,  

Paul F. Dittmann 
President, AITP Chicago 
Paul.Dittmann@AITPChicago.com

 

http://www.aitpchicago.com
http://www.aitpchicago.com
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AITP MEMBER CHAPTER HOLIDAY PARTY  

You asked to have a Chicago loop get together - well here it is:

  

WHEN: Monday, December 14th, 2009  

WHERE: The Metropolitan Club  

Willis (formerly Sears) Tower - 66th Floor - Michigan Room  

233 S. Wacker Dr., Chicago, IL 60606  

TIME: 5:30 – 8:30 pm  

Join your AITP Board of Directors at the Metropolitan Club for a special Holiday 
night of food, drink and networking with your AITP members and friends.   

AITP Members FREE – non-members $25.00  

The Metropolitan Club is the business and social center of Chicago's professional 
elite, with luxurious decor, spectacular views from the 66th and 67th floors, as 
well as fine cuisine and extraordinary service. The Metropolitan Club will be

 

sponsoring free hors d'oeuvres and a cash bar will be available.   

Please RSVP to www.aitpchicago.com

  

by December 8th.   

Look forward to seeing you there = it doesn’t get better than this.  

Happy Holidays from  

AITP Chicago Chapter Board of Directors 

http://www.aitpchicago.com
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PresentsPresentsPresents   

Project Management Office (PMO) 
SPECIALSPECIAL  INTERESTINTEREST  GROUPGROUP (SIG) (SIG)  

TTHURSDAYHURSDAY, D, DECEMBERECEMBER 3, 2009 3, 2009         

      DDDATEATEATE:::   TTTHURSDAYHURSDAYHURSDAY, D, D, DECECEC. 3, 2009 . 3, 2009 . 3, 2009          
RSVP RSVP RSVP BYBYBY N N NOVOVOV. 30. 30. 30THTHTH       

      TTTIMEIMEIME:::  7:30am Networking & continental breakfast – Meeting: 8:00-10:00am     
– Cost: FREE.  ARE YOU A MEMBER OF AITP YET?    

      AAAUDIENCEUDIENCEUDIENCE:::   Project, Program, and Portfolio management professionals. Vendors   
are welcome if accompanied by a practitioner guest. AITP practitioners   
who are non-members are welcome.      

  L  L  LOCATIONOCATIONOCATION & H & H & HOSTOSTOST: : :          
OOOMICRONMICRONMICRON---USAUSAUSA         
HHHOSTOSTOST:  D:  D:  DONONON B B BUSSELLUSSELLUSSELL         
8725 W. H8725 W. H8725 W. HIGGINSIGGINSIGGINS R R ROADOADOAD            
SSSUITEUITEUITE 450 450 450         
CCCHICAGOHICAGOHICAGO, I, I, ILLL 60631 60631 60631        

http://www.omicron-usa.com/drivedirections.htm

          

PPPLEASELEASELEASE   CHECKCHECKCHECK   INININ   ATATAT   THETHETHE S S SUITEUITEUITE   ENTRANCEENTRANCEENTRANCE   ANDANDAND   YOUYOUYOU         
WILLWILLWILL   BEBEBE   ESCORTEDESCORTEDESCORTED   TOTOTO   THETHETHE   MEETINGMEETINGMEETING   LOCATIONLOCATIONLOCATION                     

  RSVP  RSVP  RSVP:::   larry.lato@aitpchicago.com

 

BYBYBY   NOVNOVNOV. 30, 2009. 30, 2009. 30, 2009         

YYYEAREAREAR---EEENDNDND W W WRAPRAPRAP---UPUPUP   MEETINGMEETINGMEETING   
Continuing our effort to discover and promote the value of the PMO within our 
organizations, provide key contributions enabling excellence, for our year-end session we 
will: 

Recap the 2009 agenda and seek your feedback 
Frame and discuss the proposed 2010 meeting agendas 
How to take the PMO SIG to the next level, building on the past 18 months of 
progress and grow membership and participation. 

Please review the preliminary discussion at; 
http://www.linkedin.com/groupAnswers?viewQuestions=&gid=2289856&forumID=3&sik=1254778474542 

  

The m is s io n o f the AITP Chicago 
Chapte r PMO SIG is to provide a forum 
for the professional exchange of project 
management knowledge, disciplines, 
solution opportunities, best practices, 
challenges, and successes. The PMO SIG 
through this forum will promote the value 
of project management as a vital 
contributor to an organization’s strategic 
goals, competitive advantage, and success. 
Recognizing the critical interrelationship 
among project, program, and portfolio 
management disciplines, (PPM), PMO SIG 
programs will be broadly constructed to 
encourage membership and participation 
from practitioners in all three disciplines.  

Recognizing that there are numerous 
accredited third party sources for PMO 
training, certification and bodies of 
knowledge, this SIG will provide formal 
programs and sharing of experiences that 
encourage excellence in practical 
application of PMO.  

Objectives: 

Provide executive awareness on the 
value of portfolio, program, and 
project management disciplines to 
secure their support and buy-in. 

Promote collaboration and 
integrated approach among 
governance, portfolio, program 
and project management 
disciplines. 

Provide common ground forum 
and sharing of proven best 
practices, progress performance 
measurements, and overcoming 
challenges that lead to successful 
solutions  

SIG Group Co-Chairs  
Lawrence Ladner, PMP 
Larry Lato, PMP 
Annie Muller, PMP 
Doug Surch, PMP, PgMP 
Paul Lukas, PMP, CPA 

INFORMATION ON PMO SIG CONTACT: 
larry.lato@aitpchicago.com

 

Sponsor: AITP Board of Director Larry 
Winkelman  

PLEASE CHECK OUT OUR WEB SITE 
AT:  www.AITPChicago.com

 

http://www.omicron-usa.com/drivedirections.htm
http://www.linkedin.com/groupAnswers?viewQuestions=&gid=2289856&forumID=3&sik=1254778474542
http://www.AITPChicago.com
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Presents 
Senior IT Leader 

Small/Medium Business SIG 
Thursday, December 10, 2009     

AITP Chicago Chapter is proud to sponsor the senior IT Leader Small/
Medium Business Special Interest Group (SIG) which will serve as forum, 
consisting of senior IT leaders in their company’s reviewing strategy, plan-
ning, technology and solutions architecture practices.  This will serve as a 
forum to collaborate, present and exchange rich ideas on topics related to 
IT strategy, business and technology.   

This SIG is for IT practitioners only.  Vendors must bring a practitioner 
to attend.   

This month’s topic: The Art of Communication Planning - 
Communication Methods to Assure Project Success   

Meeting leader Jim Bayer will facilitate a discussion on communication and 
how important it is for a successful IT project, yet accomplishing this task is 
sometimes daunting. This presentation will explore the basics of successful 
project communications, defining your audience in the business and tech-
nology units, how to create a communications plan and how to turn all of 
this information into a communications strategy.   

Meet Jim Bayer: With more than 25 years of industry experience, Jim Bayer 
has enjoyed a distinguished career earmarked by accomplishments in lead-
ing global teams and directing Microsoft, UNIX , Linux and Cisco infrastruc-
ture engineering and deployment, support and operations across broad dis-
ciplines including hardware and OS engineering, software development and 
testing, production support, operations management, project management, 
database technologies, storage and server/storage virtualization.  His ca-
reer has encompassed venues as diverse as financial software to the legal 
industry.  In his leadership roles he has experience many approaches to 
project management and project methodologies.   

The meeting host is Rose Southard, IT Director, Putman Media.   

Thursday December 10, 2009 @ 7:30am - 10:00am 
7:30 – 8:00 Networking & continental breakfast/Coffee 
8:00 – 10:00 Meeting 
Cost is free   

RSVP at http://bit.ly/smb_rsvp by Tuesday, December 8, 2009   

Location: 
Putman Media 
555 W Pierce Rd Suite 301 
Itasca, IL 60143   

SPONSORS: 
Rich Barnier - Chairman AITP Chicago Chapters 

Justin Nemeth – Board of Directors – AITP Chicago 

The AITP senior IT leaders 
Small/Medium Business SIG 
provides a forum for the ex-
change of ideas among Chi-
cago area IT leaders related to 
the business of IT and Strategy 
within their organizations.   

The Small/Medium Business 
SIG serves IT Leaders in mid-
size companies who are deal-
ing with all aspects of IT man-
agement including IT strategy, 
best practices, back office sys-
tems, infrastructure and cus-
tomer facing applications / web-
sites. These IT leaders are not 
only making decisions on direc-
tion and leading their depart-
ment, but also rolling up their 
sleeves and doing hands-on 
work.   

This Shared Interest Group 
(SIG) serves those who have 
responsibility for the advance-
ment of IT strategies, best prac-
tices and technologies within 
their organizations. We meet 
the second Thursday of every 
month at different locations.   

The co-chairs of this SIG are: 
Rose Southard, IT Director 
at Putman Media 
Tony Nicolas, IT Director  at 
Aquascape     

Please check out our web site 
at: www.AITPChicago.com

 

http://bit.ly/smb_rsvp
http://www.AITPChicago.com
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Association of Information Technology Professionals (AITP) 
March Dinner Meeting Event information 

Monday, March 8, 2010  

Date and Time:   

March 8th, 2010, 5:30 Registration, Presentation at 6:30 and Dinner 7:45  

Location:  Lamirage Restaurant   
(On Algonquin Road just few blocks east of Route 53)   
3223 Algonquin Road   
Rolling Meadows, IL   
847-222-1222  

Event Type: Presentation and Dinner  

Sponsor:  Association of Information Technology Professionals AITP  

Price:   Members $30, Nonmembers $40, Students $20, at the door add $5  

Topic/Theme:  

“Engineering the New Revenue - Opportunistic Innovation and Mobile Technology”  

The world keeps advancing and the use of Mobile technology, which is a relatively new 
medium, requires a fresh approach and creative business models, but the goals are the same 
- to produce products of value to your users and generate revenue for your business.  

Speaker: Alex Bratton 

After founding 8 tech companies and advising many startups, Alex Bratton has gained 
unique insight into innovation in the mobile technology landscape. His presentation will 
share these lessons and focus on practical approaches, examples and processes for 
intentional innovation in the mobile application space, including how to recognize (and 
capitalize on) technology trends in a fast changing market.  

How to register:    

Please register using the meeting link on the www.aitpchicago.com web site before noon on 
the Friday before the event.  We have to provide the restaurant with an estimate of the 
attendance.  You may also use the web link over the weekend.  For late registrations and 
cancellations on the day of the event, please call Paul Dittmann at 312-391-5822. 

http://www.aitpchicago.com
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